Arbutus Tree Service Ltd.

NEWSLETTER
WELCOME BACK
Welcome back to the 9th edition of our
seasonal newsletter. At Arbutus Tree, our
mission is to preserve trees for the benefit of
our
community,
wildlife,
and
our
environment. We pride ourselves on high
quality tree care and friendly service. We are a
team of qualified arborists who are climbers,
groundsman, registered consultants, tree risk
assessors, and court appointed expert
witness.

POISONOUS PLANTS

It’s the time of the year when
flowers are blooming and
noses are running. Aside from
pollen, there are some other
things we should know about
trees and plants. See page 4.

ELM SEED BUG

The elm seed bug is a new
seed bug in BC. It was first
reported in Canada in Kelowna,
BC in 2016. The bug appeared
in Vancouver in 2018 and has
since been causing nuisance to
many residents. See page 5.
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HEADLINES
Arbutus Tree Service Ltd. has seen staff
additions. In February, we hired Cooper
Penrose as a groundsman and assistant. In
this issue, we introduce you to Cooper and
crew leader Dylan Wiltz. In February, we
posted a breaking news article to our website
and social media accounts about the status of
palm trees in the City of Vancouver Protection
of Trees Bylaw, check it out!

Message from Norm
Spring has finally arrived – it’s growing
season. Spring flush begins now as 80% of
new growth will occur over the following 8
weeks. It’s a good time to aerate and fertilize.
See what else Norm has to say on page 6.
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Upcoming Events
Spring Maintenance

Apr – May

North American Carbon
World 2021 Virtual
Conference

Apr 22, 23,
27, and 28

Arbor Chat: A Deep
Dive Into the ISA
Certified Arborist®
Code of Ethics

April 23
Online

PNW-ISA TRAQ
Workshop

July 5 - 7
Victoria, BC

Tree Talks:
”Hugging the Arbutus
Tree”
”10 tips for planting
Under trees”
“Find native trees &
Plants for your yard”
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Hobbies: Scootering
Tips for the public: You have
one life do things you enjoy not
things you hate
Anything else you want in your
bio: Check my Instagram
@cooperpenrose

Dylan Wiltz

Crew Leader/Arborist
Climber
Birthplace: Peoria, Illinois, USA
Years in the Industry: 5
Favorite Tree: Persian silk tree
Hobbies: Rock climbing,
drawing, competitive video
games
Tips for the public:
Failing to plan is planning to
fail. Never be in a
rush!......ever!!.k…gtg!!!
Anything else you want in your
bio: nothing comes to mind rn

Follow us on Facebook & Instagram @arbutustreeservice to
receive the latest tips and news from our tree experts.
Visit our website at arbutustree.ca for more information.

April 13
May 4
May 25
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SPECIES IDENTIFICATION

All About the London Plane
Over one thousand London Planes are planted on
Vancouver City Boulevards and in parks.
Scientific Name: Platanus x hispanica or
Platanus x acerifolia
Common Name: London Plane
Family: Platanaceae
Type: Tree – Deciduous
Origin: England
Leaf Arrangement and Description: looks like maple
leaf, but it has alternate leaf venation, leathery and
thick, 5 triangular lobes, has a green petiole that is like
a hood covering the bud
Fall Color: orange-yellow
Mature Height: 22-30m
Mature Spread: 18-25m
Form: round, half-open crown, multi-stem tree, long
and straight trunk
Flowers: flowers in May, spherical flowering heads,
yellow-green
Fruit/cones: spiky balls, dry fruit, single seed, brown
Water Use: medium
Soil Requirements: all soil types, not too calcareous
(Calcium carbonate)
Solar exposure: full sun
Limitations: big, tough, vigorous roots, cannot plant
near structures. Microfibers can cause damage to
lungs. Spiky fruit a hazard
Suitable Use: great urban tree that will absorb
pollution, provides large areas of shade
Notes: bark will start peeling when full of pollutants
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WATCH OUT!

When not to take a deep breath

Allergic and irritating reactions to plants can
also come from inhaling certain plant
substances. Pollen is the most common
problem for many that causes an allergic
reaction. “Hay fever” is the term used to
describe the body’s reaction resulting in
inflammation, a runny nose, sneezing, and
red, watery, and itchy eyes. Pollen from
ragweed (Ambrosia spp.), junipers (Juniperus
spp.), poplars (Populus spp.), and oaks
(Quercus spp.) are the common problem
causing agents.

Leaves with three, leave them be

Contact with poisonous plants can lead to
allergic or irritant reactions that cause
uncomfortable itching, rashes, and blisters. The
poison ivy (1) belongs to the Toxicodendron
genus, which includes many species of poison
ivy. Poison ivy is generally found throughout
North America. The poison ivy is a climbing
vine with aerial rootlets that can adhere to any
surface. In the situation where no structure for
support is available, poison ivy can spread out
as a ground cover. Poison oak (2) and poison
sumac (3) are also plants to be aware of. In
fact, the poison sumac is the most toxic of the
three species.

Dust from certain tree species can also
result in hay-fever like symptoms. The
London Plane, described on page 3, is a wellknown species to arborists in the lower
mainland urban areas. The tiny hairs on the
underside of its leaves give tree workers
coughing and sneezing fits. Other species in
the same genus (Platanus spp.) to the
London plane tree also cause similar
problems. The range of sensitivity varies
from person to person. Some people may
never have a problem with these trees,
while others may suffer some level of
respiratory distress. Some may even start
sneezing just by standing underneath a
London Plane tree.
If exposed to any member of the genus
Toxicodendron, wash the exposed skin with
soap and water ASAP. Wear a dusk mask
when dealing with trees that produce pollen
or dust.
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DON’T BUG ME!

The elm seed bug problem
Arbutus has received several complaints
about elm seed bugs invading their
buildings.
The elm seed bug is a new insect brought
into Canada in 2016. They were first
reported in Kelowna, BC in 2016.
Homeowners gradually became aware of the
bug in 2017 as reported cases increased. The
bug was first found in Vancouver in 2018.
The bug is native to Europe and the
Mediterranean region.
The elm seed bug is a nuisance to
homeowners and businesses as they enter
buildings in mass populations. Elm seed
bugs can emit unpleasant odors when
crushed and their fecal droppings are
unsightly. However, they do not bite people.
The elm seed bugs overwinter as adults in
and around structures and emerge in spring
to lay eggs on elms. They feed on the seeds
and leaves of elm trees. They can be a
source of discomfort and anxiety for some
people.
There are many control methods proposed
for the elm seed bug. Sealing off windows,
doors, and screens can prevent bug entry
into buildings. Remove volunteer elm trees
and prune elm trees where practical to
reduce food source for the bugs. Cleaning up
elm seeds and debris further limits their
food source. Sticky traps can be used to trap
bugs around windowsills.
Acheampong, S. (2017). Elm Seed and
"Tuxedo" Bugs. Kelowna: Ministry of
Agriculture.
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Arbutus and Urban Forestry

Message from Norm

Reimagining Future Cities

The winter season was busy with record
numbers of apple trees being pruned and
sprayed with dormant oil & lime sulphur.
The weather was relatively calm with no
major wind or snowstorms. Employees kept
busy working on several education and skills
projects which should benefit the clients
going forward.

On March 21, 2021, an international
conference titled “Reimagining Future Cities
The Green Way” was held online. The
conference had a focal point on China and
the US and discussed “the science, policies
and practices enabling urban environments
to meet local, national and global goals to
create cleaner, greener, healthier and more
beautiful cities”. The conference was
planned by Trella Urban Forestry Technology
and Nature Based Solutions Institute.

Significant progress was made in the area of
tree research and arborist reports. Arbutus
Tree Service Ltd. is currently conducting
forensic investigations concerning serious
personal injuries to persons visiting
municipal parks as well as providing expert
witness in B.C. Supreme Court. In addition,
Arbutus has begun pro bono publico work
investigating and reporting to Vancouver city
council with recommendations which
benefit homeowners, taxpayers, COV tree
department staff, and of course, trees. So,
buckle up and stay tuned for “Breaking
News”.

Did You Know?
It is highly recommended that pruning a tree
should not reduce more than 25% of its live
foliage within one growing season. Overpruning can cause trees to not
photosynthesize enough due to lack of
foliage.

The conference hosted many worldrenowned professionals, including but not
limited to: The Honorable Zhang Xinsheng
(IUCN President), Adrian Benepe (Brooklyn
Botanic Garden President), Dr. Cecil
Konijnendijk (NBSI Founder, UBC MUFL
Program Director), Dr. Cheng Wang (Urban
Forest Research Center of State Forestry
Administration Director), Dr. Guangyu Wang
(UBC Asian Forest Research Centre Associate
Dean and Director), Jonathan Krane
(KraneShares CEO), Dr. Stefano Boeri
(Stefano Boeri Architetti Founding Partner,
Creator of Vertical Forests), Willy Gallia (The
Schneider Group Chief Sustainability
Officer). Our employee Joey Zhang attended
the conference. Arbutus Tree Service Ltd.
strives to be a contributing factor to
Vancouver’s urban forest and having a
positive
impact
in
keeping
our
neighbourhood green.

Client’s Corner
If you wish to submit an article to be
published in our newsletter, please email it
to info@arbutustree.ca
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Tree Case Mysteries

The Case of the Dying Japanese
Maple
Excessive moisture on the trunk of a tree for
either being planted too deeply or having
soil mounded onto the root crown or being
regularly sprayed from a sprinkler/irrigation
system often leads to fungal disease and
decay, which in turn causes premature death
of a tree.
In this case the tree appears to have been
originally planted too deeply and/or soil
grade was later raised above the root crown.
This in conjunction with the sprinkler system
regularly spraying water on the trunk of the
tree has likely caused fungal decay resulted
within the sapwood.
The fungal disease is very likely to be a
Phytophthora spp., a common fungus found
on tree roots and above ground root flare
and trunk portions. Flooded or poorly
drained
soil
encourages
disease
development. In this case, the subject maple
tree was planted within range of an
irrigation sprinkler, leading to consistent
moist conditions. Leaf chlorosis and necrosis
is evident of the subject maple, seen from
the premature leaf fall. There are no known
mitigation options which effectively control
or reduce heartwood rot fungal disease,
although some scientific procedures such as
anti-fungal treatments have shown to arrest
disease. However, these treatments are
currently in the experimental phase of
development and thus are not of any
practical use in this case. In addition,
fertilizer treatments to prolong the life of
the tree would not be effective in this case
as the disease is progressively killing the
conducting vascular tissue of the tree.
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The common effective mitigation options all
are prevention measures. Irreversible
damage has been done to the subject
maple.
In this case water spray from the sprinkler
head has been hitting the tree trunk causing
fungal decay to damage the tree and thus
causing the tree to die prematurely. Arbutus
applied to the COV for a tree removal permit
which was initially declined by the tree
inspector who did not understand the case
and could not properly interpret the tree
bylaw. The case was appealed, sent to a
different inspector who subsequently
approved the permit.
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